
Among the older meanings of fixation is: the process of reducing a volatile spirit or essence to a 

permanent bodily form, such as the conversion of mercury into a solid.  This seemed to me an 

appropriate way to describe a composer¹s effort to give shape to musical ideals that are amor- 

phous and fleeting in their incipient state. “Bird in Space” was inspired by certain Brancusi 

sculptures by that name.  “Shadowings” and “Flashback” take their titles largely because of 

musical procedures employed: parallel motion in the former, a parenthetical structure in the 

latter. 

The set of three pieces is dedicated to Blanca Uribe. 

--RW


